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Some animals can produce a potassium ion concentration inside their cells that is twenty times greater than that of their environment. This ion concentration gradient is maintained by the plasma membrane.

Part A: Identify (name) the process in the cell membrane that produces this difference in concentration.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Part B: Explain the process that occurs as the cell produces the ion concentration gradient.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part C: Compare the process of potassium ion transport to another mechanism that moves material across the plasma membrane (Choose one of the following for comparison: diffusion, osmosis, endocytosis, or exocytosis.)  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


**Information to answer questions above can be found by reading through section 3.09 in your course.  Check out slide 7 for parts A and B.  For part C, you can find an overview of the types of transport in section 3.07 and more detailed information in the sections that follow. 

